Brno Museum Night 2012

Saturday 19th May, 18.00–24.00
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This year the festival of the museums will be celebrated on the 19th of May. You can mark this Saturday in your calendar even today in bold letters Brno Museum Night 2012! This event, which continues to grow in popularity when the museums, galleries and other associated institutions open their doors at sunset, will treat the visitors to an extensive cultural programme and present what the different institutions have to offer them, which is available to them not just on museum night but throughout the year. As in preceding years the organizers have concentrated on marrying innovation with tradition in their programmes so that visitors can look forward to guided tours of permanent and temporary exhibitions, art and artisan workshops, as well as multi-media performances, old-style markets with historical goods and artefacts, food tasting, music concerts and readings by authors. All of the above will take place from 6pm until midnight. Accept the invitation by the organizers and come to experience the incomparable ambience of this unique event and join — at least symbolically — the visitors in Amsterdam, Paris, Moscow and dozens of other European cities, which under the banner of the European Museum Might will also participate in this festival of museums and galleries.  


The programme for the visitors has been prepared this year by fifteen Brno institutions and truly caters for every taste. It is up to you whether you will opt for a tour of Brno’s newly refurbished Observatory and Planetarium, an exhibition in one of the museums in Brno and the surroundings, a programme in the library, a tour of the Brno underground, a concert in a church or a theatre performance by the National Theatre Brno which is offering its programme for the second time as a Brno Museum Night guest. 

2012 marks the eighth year of the Brno Museum Night and, as with everything else, this event has been constantly developing. Some of the participating museums have decided to collect a token entrance fee, the amount of which and payment method are determined by the individual organizers. ”We will do our best to make detailed information available well in advance to all those who want to plan their museum night out ahead, perhaps taking into consideration where the entrance is completely free, where an entrance fee will be voluntary, or where it will cost a symbolic ten or twenty crowns. We still believe that lovers of history, art and culture will remain faithful to us,” says Kateřina Tlachová, the vice-director of the Moravian Gallery in Brno, an institution which holds overall responsibility for the Brno Museum Night. 

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS BY VENUES

The Moravian Gallery in Brno designed its museum night programme around the current exhibitions — visitors to the exhibition L’étude d’aprės nature: Photography and Art in the 19th century in the Pražák Palace can try out a photographic studio inspired by the 19th century zeitgeist and art guided by professional photographers, in the Governor’s Palace they can make carnival masks in the Venetian style of the exhibition Colorito: 16th – 18th Century Venetian Painting from Moravian and Silesian Collections. In the Museum of Applied Arts they can experience the rare ambiance of the exhibition space free of an exhibition, only with music, performances and dance. Admission fee to the buildings of the Moravian Gallery in Brno is voluntary.


The programme of the Technical Museum in Brno is bound to please all flying enthusiasts who can look forward to a rare exhibition of giant models of ships, submarines and aircraft, as well as several theatre performances about the history of flying. Admission fee to the museum building is 20 CZK, free entry to the precinct.


The Brno City Museum has prepared a programme full of fencing, theatre and dance performances, with the spotlight on medieval torture and hell fire. Admission fee for a tour of the permanent exhibition and the casemates is 10 CZK per person, free entry to the castle precinct. The Toy Museum in the Měnínská Gate will offer an exhibition of historical toys of Milada Kollárová. Admission fee is 10 CZK per person.


The agenda in the Moravian Museum includes exhibitions, a reading by J. H. Krchovský and swing music in the Dietrichstein Palace, in the foyer of which the Brno Dragon will be formally unveiled. Only on the night will it be possible to visit the tower in the Bishop’s Court with its valuable frescos. The Noble Women’s Palace will show examples of restoration work, the Anthropos Pavilion will resound with the didgeridoo, ethnic music with shamanic drumming and world music. The Leoš Janáček Memorial will present the life and work of the composer to visitors. Admission fee of 20 CZK will provide entry to all the buildings of the Moravian Museum. 


The Museum of Romany Culture invites you to a concert by Antonín Gondolán as well as theatre and workshops. Admission to the museum is free. Exhibitions, a walk down architectural trails and the popular Art Market at the Trojka Café are offered by the Brno House of Arts with free entry.


A tour of the permanent exhibition, the beehive, a temporary exhibition and competition quiz await visitors at the Mendel Museum, with a 10 CZK entry fee. 

The programme of the Museum of the Brno Region marks the 90th anniversary of the birth of Jan Skácel (Rajhrad), it opens the exhibition His Blue-eyed Beloved … to the public (Předklášteří) and offers a concert by the Radost female choir (Prace). 


A street theatre show on the subject of Noe’s stories will be performed by students of JAMU in the area around the cathedral on Petrov, the Diocese Museum has prepared an art programme for children as well as guided exhibition tours. Free entry.


In the Jiří Mahen Library in Brno the museum night will be mostly danced away — with performances by children’s folk groups, an ensemble from Moravian Slovakia, a Romany dance troupe and the Radost Theatre with a tap dance performance as well as others. The museum night in the library will be for free. 


The newly reconstructed Brno Observatory and Planetarium will prepare its permanent exhibitions and in favourable weather conditions observations of the nocturnal sky and Brno’s night-time panorama. Free entry. 

The Tourist Information Centre of the City of Brno invites you to the exhibition An Artist is the Chosen One and Vojtěch Frölich / Fragile Wine, free entry. This year TIC Brno will provide access to the Brno underground with a 20% reduction in price. 

In the Red Church visitors can hear an organ concert, see an exhibition entitled Tolerant Moravia and can attend the midnight mass. Free entry. 


Visitors to the HaDivadlo Gallery can see a concert version of the latest play Mamma Guerilla (All You Wanted to Know about Motherhood but were Afraid to Ask …), admission fee to the performance is 20 CZK. 

Guest 2012 — Brno National Theatre has prepared special museum night tours of the Mahen Theatre, fairy-tale performances of Cinderella and The Sleeping Beauty (Mahen Theatre) as well as Tales of Demons and Devils and The Way of Mozart (Reduta Theatre). Admission fee for the performances from 10 to 200 CZK. 

As a guide through the museum night programme, visitors will be provided with a printed programme brochure, which will again contain promotional entrance tickets to exhibitions and performances throughout the rest of the year, as well as the official website of the event www.brnenskamuzejninoc.cz and the facebook pages.com/brnenskamuzejninoc. Interested visitors can learn about the detailed programme of the museum night and the summarized timetable for the special shuttle services of the Brno Public Transport Authority as well as maps for easier navigation. In the week preceding the event an information bus will be parked on náměstí Svobody in Brno. As a result each visitor will have enough time to organize their pilgrimage to art following their personal options and preferences.

The Brno Museum Night is held under the auspices of Roman Onderka, the mayor of the City of Brno, Michal Hašek, the commissioner of the South Moravia Region and Vojtěch Cikrle, the bishop of Brno. It is part of the Museum Night Festival organized by the Association of Museums and Galleries of the Czech Republic with support by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic. It is held with financial support by the City of Brno and with an important contribution by the Brno Public Transport Authority which provides the free shuttle service to the visitors of exhibition buildings outside the city centre.

THE ORGANIZERS OF THE BRNO MUSEUM NIGHT 2012:

Moravian Gallery in Brno, Brno City Museum, Technical Museum in Brno, Moravian Museum, Brno House of Arts, Museum of Roma Culture, Brno Region Museum, Mendel Museum MU, Diocese Museum

Jiří Mahen Library in Brno, HaDivadlo Gallery, City of Brno Tourist Information Centre, Brno Observatory and Planetarium, Red Church 

National Theatre in Brno — Guest participation 2012

PARTNERS:
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CONTACT FOR MEDIA:

Martina Vašková, marketing and communication department, +420 724 516 672, +420 532 169 174

tisk@moravska-galerie.cz
